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Dear Ms Minnican

| write in response to the petition lodged by Ms Janelle Saffin MP and signed by 500 or more
people about stopping waste to energy incinerators in NSW, Registration Number/Qualifier 1127.

The NSW Government is committed to improving the management of our waste streams in the
transition to a circular economy. The Waste and Sustainable Materials Strategy 2041 (the Waste
Strategy) includes targets that are consistent with the National Waste Policy Action Plan and
commits to:

reduce total waste generated by 10 per cent per person by 2030

have an 80 per cent average recovery rate from all waste streams by 2030
significantly increase the use of recycled content by governments and industry
phase out problematic and unnecessary plastics by 2025

halve the amount of organic waste sent to landfill by 2030.

The Government supports energy recovery where it is used to manage genuine residual waste and
support NSW’s transition towards a circular economy. Energy from Waste (EfW) is only supported
in respect of genuine residual waste where no higher order use or resource recovery outcome
exists. Waste avoidance and resource recovery is prioritised over EfW, especially of high-value
materials.

There are currently no dedicated EfW facilities operating in NSW and EfW is prohibited outside of
four regional locations. The location of EfW precincts in regional NSW can support job creation,
support existing regional growth strategies, and attract investment and economic opportunities.
The EfW Infrastructure Plan states that a review of additional EfW capacity needs will be
undertaken by 2025, in line with the Waste Strategy targets.

More information on the review and precinct location considerations for EfW can be found in the
Plan at www.epa.nsw.gov.au/publications/waste/energy-from-waste-infrastructure-plan.

EfW development is strongly regulated in NSW, and any proposal must comply with strict
environmental controls, including controls on air emissions, set out in the NSW Environment
Protection Authority’s (EPA) Energy from Waste Policy Statement. The Statement reflects the
latest advice on air emissions standards from the NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer and ensures
that NSW has air emission standards that meet and exceed world best practice. These standards
ensure the environment and human health are protected.

The Climate Change (Net Zero Future) Act 2023 legislates the Government’'s ambitious approach
to addressing climate change. It enshrines whole-of-government climate action to deliver net zero
by 2050. The Government released a statement on 20 May 2024 to clarify that consent authorities
should consider NSW's emission-reduction targets, and, to the extent relevant, the Climate
Change legislation’s guiding principles when examining new developments.
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This would apply to any future proposals for EfW in NSW. This statement can be found at
NULLwww .energy.nsw.gov.au/nsw-plans-and-progress/government-strategies-and-frameworks/
reaching-net-zero-emissions/update.

The greenhouse gas emissions from any EfW proposal need to be carefully assessed through the
planning assessment process, as do emissions from other waste management proposals.
However, EfW may provide a future opportunity to recover embodied energy in waste, offset use of
non-renewable energy sources, and help avoid methane emissions from landfills, while protecting
human health and the environment.

If you have any further questions about this matter, please contact Ms Shagofta Ali, Director,
Strategy and Policy, EPA on 9338 6802 or at shagofta.ali@epa.nsw.gov.au

Thank you for taking the time to bring this matter to my attention.

Sincerely

Penny Sharpe MLC
Minister for Climate Change, Minister for Energy,
Minister for the Environment, Minister for Heritage
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